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MEMORANDUM FOR: SSA-DD/S

SUBJECT: Home Leave Prior to Completion of 24-Month
Tour

1. In the past week a number of cases have been referred to
this Office requesting opinions as to the legality of authorizing home
leave for oyerseas employees after less than 24 months overseas.

As you know, | |on 11 July
1963 allowing home leave after 18 months, provided ""operational
necessity, hardship, or compassionate circumstances' required. As

2. Two cases, which have arisen this week, have prompted this
Office to request an oral opinion from a representative of GAO as to the
application for home leave accrual and eligibility of TDY in the United
States of less than four months during an overseas tour. He stated

- that the Comptroller General would have no legal objection to our

applying such TDY at the close of a tour, provided in each case the official
requirement for taking TDY is (a) well documented and (b) directed by a
senior official of the Agency. Moreover, if the employee were transferred
PCS to the U.S. prior to his return overseas for further duty, reimburse-
ment for home leave could not be approved unless he had actually served
24 months overseas, i.e., TDY at the end of his tour could not be

counted toward the 24 months.
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3. We discussed two specific cases with our GAO contact.
The first is a case in which the employee has been ordered to return
home after 22 months overseas in order to accompany a number of
foreign dignitaries on a tour of the U.S. for a two to three-month
period. The second is the case of an individual who has been overseas
23 months whom Headquarters is moving from one post to another and
would like to bring home TDY for briefing and then home leave. In
both of these cases, the GAO representative could see no legal objection
to our approving home leave after TDY provided that the total time over-
seas plus TDY was 24 months or more and that the individual was then
reassigned overseas.
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